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HISTORY AND RECORD 

4 

I Of the proceedings of the People of Lexington and Us vicinity 
in the suppression of the "TRUE AMERICAN/' from the 
commencement of the movement on the I4th August^ 1846f to 
iis fined termination on Monday the l&ft of the sawm momth. 



. 'The 'True American' of the 12th August contained matter» 

«i the following pages will show, well calculated to excite the 

indignation, and to awaken the apprehensions of the people of 

t Iiexington and its vicinity. The popular proceedings to which 

it led, and the event in which it terminated, has already awa- 

< kaned general attention, and will probably lead to a great deal 

^^ of discussion in every part of the United States. A disposition 

r^ la misrepresent the motives and the conduct of some of the 

h €trlier movers in the matter, has been manifested by some of 

\ the presses, even in the city of Lexington. To preserve, in 

K « connected form, the published proceeaings, as well the pub- 

;' lications of *the Editor of the True American, as those of the 

I different committees and meetings which acted on the subject, 

* ^ and to furnish a faithful history of the origin of this movement, 

aod the different steps of its progress, the persons whose names 

are appended hereto, have determined to publish the whole in 

' pttiQphlet form. 

.After the appearance of the True American of the 13th« it 
was manifest that the popular indignation in Lexington was^ 
rising to a pitch that threatened an outbreak in some form of 
violence. On the morning of the 14th of August, the following 
g|B9tlemen met, accidentally, at the office of James B. Waller, 
y^o was himself not in Lexington at the time They were, 
Thomas H- Waters^ James L. jfUckman^ Thomas B. Megowan, 
JBknry Lockharty and Tho. F. Mars/ialL The last number of 
the 'True American,' and the high and dangerous excitement 
it was producing, became at once the subject of conversation. 
The apprehension of partial mob^ and disturbances ^ith^rt the 
city by night, was expressed. The probabilities that Mr Clay's 
person and private dwelling wer^ in dancer from the growing 
exasperation of the people, were discussed. The fear that any' 



sadden or irregulaf movement upon the subject, might assume 
a political complexion, and produce the most unpleasant, if not 
the most disastrous consequences, was su^ested. Tlie pro» 
priety of a public meeting, to be ^mmoned Dy a Botice, ivhich 
had already been prepared by Mr. Hickman, was also consid^ 
ered, Mr. Marshall alluded to the great delicacy of his own 
position in relation to the whole question. He deprecated thi 
afiair taking a party turn, and suggested the propriety of toBr 
king out a list of citizens of both parties, and notifying them 
by private notice, to attetid that evening at the Court iloilse 
at 8 o'clock, for the purpose of opening a. correspondence with 
Mr Clay upon the subject. The list was made out, and Mr 
Megowan undertook to notify the gentlemen. 

In case of a failure to induce Mr Clay to discontinue his pa* 
per by an application in writing, it was at the same time agreed 
among these gentlemen, that there should then be proposed i 
general call of the people of the City and County, and several 
days given for the notice. Above all, it was agreed that partjr 
should be kept entirely out of view. The design was from the 
beginning, to prevent bloodshed and violence if possible; ataO 
events, by concentrating the public mind, and the whole peo- 
ple, to prevent partial movements and individual action, which 
under the peculiar circumstances of this case, and the relations 
personal as well as political, of the Editor of the True Ameri- 
can, might have led to so much disaster, and would certainly 
have been subject to so much misrepresentation. 

We have inserted, as part of these proceedings, an article 
signed **A Kehtuckian." It was written after the adjournment 
of the meeting of the 14th, aiid was intended to sustain the 
first movement. It was published first in the Kentucky Ga- 
zette of the 16th, but on the same day in handbill form» and cir- 
culated along with the journal, correspondence* and address of 
the meeting of the 14th Ausust, and has appeared to us prop-' 
eriy to form a part of this history. 

The undersigned have had the satisfaction of witnessing 
what they originally desired — a popular movement without 
distinction of party. The call made by a fe^ citizens upon a 
generous and manly people, has been heartily and promptly 
responded to; and the whole affair, delicate and dangerous as 
it was, has been c6nducted to its fortunate issue, in safety add 
in honor. The meeting of the 14th was small, there having 
been no general or public notice of it; none indeed was inten* 
cd. Of. the- Whigs who had been requested to attend, several 
were present, and. the remainder it was understood acquiesced 
in the n^evement. C. M. Clay came into the room and re- 
mained som^timB. Several Whigs arrived after be had gone. 



Obi the I5l?hs when C. M. Clay's answer was read, and Mr 
Waters' address reported, the^ Court House was crowded; and) 
••ver was t^re surely such silence and perfect order maiti- 
lained in so large a body of men under such circumstances. 
The proceedings were had and the meeting adjourned without 
Ihe slightest murmur. No religious assembly could have mainr 
lained pidbunder or tpore decorous silence and atlentipn. 

The following is the Notice prepared by James L. Hickman 
JBcq. ani postponed eh account of the proposition t^ make qu% 
aliistof particular citizens and notify them speciiilly: 

NOTICE, 

The citizens of Lexington are requested to- meet at tlie-Courf 
Bouse this evening at 4 o'clock, to tak« into eons^deration the 
propriety of adopting suitable measures to project the proper- 
ty, and defend the wives and daughters of the citizens of Lex- 
ington against the ^^strong ctrmSyjierj^ hearts and iron pikes^' 
ol the so called True American. 



The following is the list made out in James B. Wa^ller's of- 
#ce cif ffeotlemen to be requested to attend at 3 o'clock at the 
;€UMirt HcMise. Of this list Tho. B. Megowan^ notiiie4 ^H the 
gentlemen but two: Thomas S^ Redd and Parker Craig. Mr. 
UFtig was absent from the city, and Mr Megowan could not 
find Mr. Redd. All the gentlemen approved the procieedure^ 
axu) engaged ta attend it if convenient. 

<<Invite the following named! gentlemen te> meet at the Court 
House at Z o'clock this evening, to consult on what course 
lirpuld be proper to pursue, in relation to the publication in this 
«aly~(M the paper called the *True American.' - 

A^.HI845. 

Dr. Ben.W. Dudley, • Parker Cralg» D. Mi. Payne, 
John W. Hunt, W. H Rich2urdson,,'E: K. ifej^rei * 

JQl.M.Craifir, John McCauley, Wm. S., Waller, 

H. T. Duncan, Tho. Bradley^ Saml. R. BuUockv 
H. H. Timberlake, L. G. Randall, J. C. &E«ckiftri^^^ 

^m. Wilson, Dr J. C. Cross, Thomas Girsitlt; ; 

JCbomasS. Redd^ J. O. Harrison, MaslinlStQith, , ^^ 

Henry Johnson, Ed. McAlister, Ed. P. JoJuuipn,. 

W. K. Higgins, Jas. A. Grinstead, B. A. Hicks, 

The meeting, at least a portion of the gentlemen notified at- 
tended at the hour. Several gentlemen who had promised to 
attend not having arrived, after some conversation il was mo- 
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red to adjoarnr. Mr Hunt, Mr Dudley M. Cratg, and othefs 
of the Whig party coining in however, the n>eeting proceeded 
to business. The following is the journal of their entire pr^ 
ceedings: 

TO THE PUBLIC 

At a meeting of sundry citizens of Lexmgton at the Court House 
on Thursday, 14th August, Beverley A. Hicks was called to the chair, 
and the meeting being organized,the following resolutions were unanr 
imously adopted, after which the meeting adjourned to meet at 8 
oMock, P. M. to-morrow 15th. Signed, BEVERLEY A.lSICKBr 

Chairman. 

Resohedf That a committee of three be appointed to wait upon Cas^ 
sius M.Clay, editor of the True AmeriGan,and request him todiscon* 
tinue die publication oi the paper called the ''True American^^ as its 
fbrther continuance, in our judgement, is dangerous to the peace of 
our community, and to the safety of our homes and families. 

2d. That the Committee report U> this assembly to-morrow evening 
at 3 oVlock the result of their application and Mr. Clay^s answer. 

B.W.DUDLEY, ) 
THOS. H. WATERBA Com't, 
JOHN W. HUNT, y 

The meethi^ assembled pursuant to adjournment, and Thomas H. 
IVyterseReofthe Committee of corre6pondence,reported thefoUowing 
letter and answer of C. M. Cky. 

Lexington, 14th Aug., 1845. , 
€assids M. Quay, Esq. 

Ska:— We, the undersigned, liave been appointed as a committee 
upon the part of a number of the respectable citizens of tKe City of 
Lexington to eorreipond with you, under the following resolution. 

JUiolvtd, That a CommHtee of three be appointed to wait upon 
CassiUB M. Clay ^ Editor of the <*True American," and request him to 
dieeontinue tlie publication of the paper called the " True American^' 
as its iirthar continuance, in our Judgment, is dangerouB to the peace 
efiKif eommunity, and to the safety of our homes and families. 

In pursuance of the above, we hereby request yda to discontinue 
^your paper, and would seek to in^ess upon you the importanqe of 
^MHiraoquieecence. Your paper fs agitatms; and exciting our eoxi- 
munHy <0 an extent of which you can Hcarce^ be aware. We do not 
appniaek you in the form of a threat. But we owe it to you to state,. 
tnivMilOUrJudlfinent^yoar own safety, as well as the repose and peace 
of lAa uceitomility, are involved in your answer. We await yifj^T 
reply, in l^ebo]^ that your own f;ood sense and regard for the,rei^ 
•QBalile wtthss of a cojn'munity in which you have many connex- 
lone and iHextdfi will inauce you promptly to comply whh our requeet. 
We arelnstrueted to report your answer to a meeting, to-morrow eve* 
ning, at three o'clock, and will expect it by two o^clock, P. M., of 
li^morrew. RespectfttUy, Jrc« 

B. W. DUDLEY, 
THO. H. WATERS, 
JOHN W. HUNT- 






To which IVtr. Clay made the following reply : 

Sirs : — I received through the hands of Mr. Thomas II. Waters, 
one of your committee, since candle-light, your extraordinary letter. 
Inasmuch as two of your committee and myself are not upon speak- 
ing terms, and when I add to this the fact that yuu have taken occa- 
sion to address me a note of this character, when I am on a bed of 
sickness of more than a month^s standing, from which I have only 
ventured at intervals to ride out and to write a few paragraphs, which 
caused a relapse, I think that the American people will agree with me, 
that your office is a base and dishonorable one, more particularly 
when they reflect that you have had more than two months wluht I 
was in health to accomplish the same purpose. — I say in reply t6 your 
assertion that you are a conimittee appointed by a respectable portion 
of the community, that it cannot be true. Traitors to the laws md 
Constitution cannot be deemed respectable by any but assassins, pi- 
rates and highway robbers. Your meeting is one unknown to the 
laws and constitution of my country, it was secret in its proceedings, 
its purposes, its spirit, and its action, like its mode of existence, are 
wholly unknown to and in direct violation of every known principle 
of honor, religion or government, held sacred by the civilized world. 
I treat them with the burning contetnpt of a brave heart and loyal cit- 
izien. I deny their power and defy their action. It may be true that 
those men arc excited as you say, whose interest it is to prey upon th^ 
excitement and distresses of the country. What tyrant ever failed to 
be excited when his unjust power was about to be taken from his 
hands T But I deny, utterly <]eny, and call foi proof, that there is any 
just ground for this agitation. In every case of violence 'by the Uacks 
isince the publication of my paper, it has been proven and will be agahi 
proven by my representatives, if my life should fail to be spared, that 
there has been special causes for their action independent of, and 
having no relation whatever to the " True American'' or its doctrines. 
Your advice with regard to my personal safety is worthy of the source 
whence ft emanated,and meets with the same contempt from me which 
the purposes of your mission excite. Go tell your secret conclave, of 
cowardly assassins that C. M. Clay knows his rights 'Sind how to de- 
fenfl them. ^ 

Lexington, Aug. 15, 1845. C. M. CLAY 

After the reading of the correspondence, Mr. Waters offered the 
following address and resolutions which were unanimously adopted: 

The answer of the M Editor of the True American" to a note di- 
rected to him yesterday by a committee of this body of the citizens 
of Lexington, acting under a resolution of the same, demands at otir 
hands a deliberate reply. 

The editor in his response to the note of our committee whiciiiHH 
appear iii our published proceedings, uses the following langnageT: . 

^' I say in reply to your assertion that you are a committee appointed 
by a respectable portion of the community, that it cannot be true. 
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Traitors to the laws and constUiition cannot be deemed respeetabte by 
aav but assassins, pirates, and highway robbers. Your meeting is one 
unkROwn to the laws and constitution of my country; it was secret 
in its proceedings, its purposes, its spirit and its action, Hke its mode 
of existence, are wholly unknown to and in direct violation of every 
known principle of honor, religion or government, held sacred by the 
eiviUzed world. I treat them with the contempt of a braive heart and 
a loyal citizen. I deny their power and defy their action^. It may be 
true that those men are excited as you say, whose interest it is to 
urey upon the excitement and distresses of the country. What ty- 
niiC ever failed to be excited when his unjust power was about to be 
taken from his hands? ^' Appended to the handbill, which appeared 
this morning over the signature << C. M. Clay ^^ there is an appeal 
to ^'Kentuckians,^' in which this meeting is denounced as a band of 
Tyrants worse than the *^ Athenian Thirty,^' and closing with the fol- 
k>wing significant summons : '< Men who regard law — men who re- 
gjBiti their liberties as not to be sacrificed to a single pecumary inter' 
€Mtj to say the least, of doubtful value — ^lovers, of justice — enemies 
of blood — laborers of all classes, you for whom I have sacrificed so 
mucky where will you be found when this battle between Liberty and 
Slavery is to be fought?^' 

The meaning and purpose of tlie man can scarce admit of question. 
Fo|r whom is it, that he has made such sacrifices? For which class 
if laborers in our community, is that particular description intended? 
Had the scheme of Abolition ripened to its final explosion among us, 
were the nonslaveholding laborers of our country prepared to make 
common cause with insurgent Blacks, and to fiock to the standard of 
a ^ desperado,^' in a war for universal liberty, thi9p*oc^?iia<ioii^of one 
vAo seems to be mad, would be, indeed, appalling* As ous eljiset, 
however, is not to put forth a counter manifesto,, to unfurl the banner 
of civil war, or to advertise for recruits, we proceed calmly to exam- 
ine the circumstances which led to our assembly and proceeduij^ ; 
cifcumstances, which, in our judgment, demand the suppressnon- of 
the "Tme American," by the force of public opinion, if possible. 
We do not mean to discuss the question of. slavery withi the editor of 
the True American, or any one else. With his theory of hum^i 
r!||bt8, or his application of the principles of the ^Declaration of In- 
dependence " to the African race in America, we will have no discus- 
sion. We know that there is a party in the United States^ waxing 
stronger, active, vigilant and utterly fanatical, who maintain that Afri- 
can ^very should be aboGshed forthwith ; the Freedmen remaming 
. lupon the soil, and admitted to all the political rights of Citizens. 
With this party, the editor of the ^' True American" is associated ; by 
them he is sustained, apd has erected his press in Kentucky, for the 
jnxfoae of urging their principles and efifecting their objects. 
%i3¥tam the first establishment of the paper, the editor has borne 
bi^iself like a man engaged, and conscientiously engaged in a des- 
perate and unlawful undertaking. Defiance and threats were b^ 



earliest hetalds. This community have heretofore borne w>tb {«• 
tience, the continuance of the paper, from a variety of causes ne^ 
less to be enumerated. The Tuesday^s number, I2th Aug., however^ 
contained malter so unequivocal, so unexpected, so audacious, tlMl • 
men must have been besotted, or stupified, or paralysed uttefly, hf 
the basest terrors not to have been roused, to notice die subject frilp 
decision, 'the leading article in that days paper, occupies tbr#0 
columns and a half, and is devoted to the detail of the modus opermi^ 
di of Abolition. The fundamental proposition of the writer is tlui^- 
m his own language : ^< Our Legislatures, Siaie and€ren§ridj sboidd 
raise the platform upon which our free colored people stand. Tfaey 
should give to them, full political right to hold office ; to vote, to sf t 
on juries, to give their testimony, and make no distinction between 
them and ourselves.'^ 

This is bad enough, quite bad enough^ but is by way of reconmoB- 
dation ; the instrument upon which the writer relies is moral sumou^ 
directed to the masters. — ^The editorial, however, of that day, assuiBetf. 
another tone. He does not pursuade, but threatens. Discarding Uw 
mild, but as he thinks, hopeless agency of mond reasoning, he appealt 
directly to physical force, in its most appalling forms. The f«ra- 
grapfas to which we refer, and were the direct cause of our proeecfd* 
mgs, are the most remarkable ever put forth in this community. In 
explanation of our conduct, we quote them at large. The editor^: 
after uiticipating that in case he sliouid perish, some other phifaui.- 
thropist would arise to fill his place, proceeds: <^ It is the weakness 
''and disease in the State that haslbrced us into our present positkp;. 
<'and if we should perish, the same causes would raise up many meriVy 
<<and abler than we, fo vindicate the same cause. We had hoped to 
'*see on this continent, the great axiom that man is capable of aetf 
^'government amjdy vindicated: we had no objections to the peacea:'^ 
''ble and honorable extention of empire, over the whole continent^ if 
''equal freedom expanded with the bounds of nkion, gladly woold we 
"have seen untold millicms of freemen, enjoying liberty of conscic^ioey 
"resting under their own vine and fig tree with none to make then 
"afraid, standing upon a sacred and inviolate cmistitution at home, and 
"just towards aU nations — such was the vision of the Immortal Wasli*. 
"ington, and such was ours. But we are told the enunciati<m of tho 
"great and soul stirring princifdesof revolutionary patriots was a lie - 
"as the dog returns to his vomit, we are to go back to the foul and cast 
"off rags of European tyrany, to hide our nakedness: SUwery^ the 
^^mo9t unmitig4Miedj the lowest^ the basest that the world has seen, is to 
"be substituted forever, for our better, more glorious, holier aspifa- 
"tion»— the Constitution is torn and tramfHed under foot ; justice and 
"good faith in a nation are derided ; brute force is substituted in the 
"place of high moral tone : all the great princifdes of national liberty 
"which we inherited from our British ancestry are yielded up— -aiid 
^'we are left without God or hope in the World. When the great 
"hearted (^ our land weep, and the man of reflection maddens in the 
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^c<mtein|3lation of our national apostacy; there are men pursuing 
^gftitrand pleasure, who snrile with contempt and indifference at 
^^tfaeir appeals^ But remember you who dwell in marble palaces — 
^*ikai there are strong arms and fiery hearts^ and iron p&es in th^ 
^^sireeisj and panes qf glass only between them and the silver plate on 
'^l&(0 board, and the smooth skin woman on the Ottoman, — ^When you 
^ have mocked at vii^ue, denied the agency of God in the afl&irs of men, 
^and made rapine your honied faith ; tremble, for the day of retribu* 
"tion is at hand— and the massed will be avenged." 

There is a miserrble efibrt in C. Mi Clay^s handbill this morning 
to explain these horrible passages. He says in his commentary upon 
the article, that, << It will be perceived by the reader that the whole 
piece alludes to national policy and the loss of a high sense of justice 
in the administration of our national affairs. That he means by the 
masses the white millions who will in the course of time when that 
poverty the consequence of slavery presses on them follow the exam- 
ple of their plunderers and ill turn plunder them. This is the idea, 
conveyed he says, " in his eliptical manner." It was of slavery the 
noet unmitigated, the lowest, the basest, that the editor was writing, 
l^e passages are clear, distinct, and unambiguous* There is no elip- 
•is in the case— -they are protuberant in their horrid fullness. " Trem- 
ble for the day of retributicm is at hand ! " By what eliptical figure 
can this be made to relate to the far future ? There was and is but 
one impression in Lexington as to these articles. The excitement 
was great and natural. That an ally of the Northern abolitionists 
should claim the benefit of the press, and the full protecticoi of laws, 
whose validity in one of the most important of our social relations lie 
absolutely denies, that he should claim for himself the right to excite 
to sedition, by inflamatory publications, addressed to all the passions 
of our slaves, and to arm as though it were an arsenal the den from 
whence he ftilminates his infernal bulletins against the settled institu- 
T^ons of thCj^country, and the safety and the peace of our wives and 
dau^ters, and at the same time deny to us the right of meeting in 
peaceful and unarmed council to deliberate of the best mode of 
preventing frightful and threatened outrage, is of a piece with the teri- 
ble fanaticism of the sect to which the editor belongs. We assem- 
bted to endeavor, in advance of that just popular resentment which 
awaits the reckless incendiary, which does not always, and sometimes 
cannot pause, for the slow effort of laws, to endeavor by mildness and 
remonstrance, to turn him from his purpose, and consequently avert 
the storm of pMic indignation which he seeks to raise. We have 
made the effort, and encountered his denunciation. Mercy to our 
slaves, a regard for the public peace, self respect, and respect for the 
character of the community forbids us to be beaten back, by the out- 
rage and abuse heaped upon us by one desperate man. 

We assume not to decide for a society who have with us a common 
interest, — but as a portion of that comtftunity, recommend a general 
meeting of the people of the city of Lexington and county of Fay- 



«ire to be held on Monday next, Aug. 18tfi, to concert measures fibr 
the suppressioa of the fiirther publieatMm of the ^' Abc^tion paper ^ 
called the True Amenean. Be it therefore 

B€solved^ That a notice be published for a general meeting of the 
peof^ of this city and county to be held on Au>nday 11 o^dc^k^ ajQ. 
at the Court-HousCy to take into consideration the meet effisctual stepi, 
to secure bur interests from the efforts of Abolition FaAatie» and in- 
cendhuries. 

Mr. Henry Johnson offered the resolution to piHiit, which wa9 
adopted. 

Resolvedy lliat 1000 copies in handbill form of the Journal of 
proceedings of this meeting, along with their address be published 
for circulation^ and that a committee of three be a|^intedf to superin- 
tend the publication. 

Mr. H. Johnson then moved an adjournment ; which wa? carried 
unanimously, and die meeting acyounied, 

BEVERLY A. HICKS, Cbairman. 

On the morning of . the 15^ Mr C. M. Clay threw before 
the public his correspondence in the following bandbiU; 

TRUE AMERICAN— EXTRA— Aug. 1&, 1845. 
To a Jt^t People. — I deem it due to myself and the cause of 
the people, the constitutional liberty of my State^. that I make 
a few explanations before the enemies of all these proceed^ to 
extrenuty, thai they may be left without excuse in the estima- 
tion of all ju;^t^men. I learned a few moments before 3 a'clock,. 
that a public meeting was to: be holden at that hour in the Court 
House^ to take measures ibr the suppression of the publicatioti 
of the True. American. Immediately, unwell as I was, I pro- 
ceeded to the Court House,, to vindicate^ as I shall ever be red- 
ely to do, the principles and policy maintained in that papev. 
1 found about twenty individuals, ioeludkig some two or three 
pefjfooal friends who followed me in. I knew them all to bi^ 
politicali and three-fourths of them violent personal enemies. 
I saw but one so^call^d-Whig, and he has beeA ever since the 
publication^ of the paper, one of the most violent opponents. 
I will give the names nf these men, hereafter, to the public. 
Two speakers proposed to dissolve the meeting, and Captaia 
Henry Johnson, a cotton planter, declared that although he 
%vas evQi ready to act boldly upon tliis subject, be wouiS not 
then, nor hereafter, take any action in regard to the Trufr 
Ajrnerican, upless the Whig party also came up and incurred 
tho same reapon^ibiiity. Thomas F. Mar&hall said that he 
had regarded it as a public not a private meeting,, and that be 
conceived that the public diijsatisfacliou and excitement, ^ve:& 
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^basted upon 4lie •editorial published 'by me ib Ihel^st/^X'imr^ 
'<tw/' where 1 spoke of the oonaequeiices of the dUaregard of 
Uhe> principles of justice by the iettdio^mea of the Kitlioli; ani 
«iitMher peison remarked that dissatistactioii was abo faiifided 

3)en'tiie opitiioii sel finrlh in the leader in the last pttper. 
erb several persons contended tbtft it was a private meeting, 
iipon ^hich I started to leave the housei ox plaining torn. 
JMiarshalK in passing, that a con^ruction had ^en put upon 
•tny afticle which it n^er entered mv head ^ cohvey, as 
-any sensible man who will read the placet will M^t ^ho knows 
.t)fp circumstanoes in which I ato placed, having regard to com-, 
^on ^nse, the effectusftion of n\y own purpesesi or the safetvl 
H)f myself and relatives) 'tfiat I oould never intend to give it. It 
will be9)erceived by the veadev of that ^rticioi ^tifaiai the vi4iole 
ipiece alludes to NatiomA pdicy> and the lossKif « high sense of 
justice to the admtnistialtjfon «er oar National affairs, resulting 
from tl^ influence of negro slavery upon the national action, 
•even to the habitual violation ef Ike Gonstitntion; and furttier 
meant to convey the idea, in my ellipticai manner, that in a 
country like ours, where suffrage is universal, and standing ar- 
mies impossible, that those men who ^renlrawing substance 
•and power fix>m liie existence and <ex tension «of Shv^y, at the 
^expense <ef the mterests of the great masses <of the hn^i voters 
leOhis U«iion, who «ro new and have been sacrificed at the 
shrine of Slavery ; that these men, the White millions (having 
oo allusion whatever to the Blacks of the <Sottth) would in th^ 
kxmse of tkne) when that poverty prtl^sed upon thism which 
Slavery had been the most instruniental incamsingf follow the 
example of their plunderers, and in turn ptunder tliem. Such 
was the case in ^^Franoe when the oppressed rose upon the Op«| 
pressor, and spared neither property, life, noir sexi** ^ 

As to the Blacks, we have ever held in our printed argu^^ 
nients, and in our secret opinion, that the Slaves, whilst the 
Union lasts, are utterly impotent for any very extuisive mis<] 
i^ef,even in the Cotton countries^ tnd 1 rmrdi the idea of in- 
sorrodion in Kentucky, where there and about six Whites to 
one Black, «s ridiculous, and only used by the Slavehokters as a 
Bug^a-boo^to maintain the ascendancy of their power in the 
StRte; andevenif aniasurrectien should take place, I feel my- 
-self as much bound, as any citizen in the state, to shoulder my 
musket to suppress it, and in the discharge of my duty I ^m 
fiot willlug to admit that any person is more ready. With 
regard to the leader of the same |)arper,i said in the beginning 
that I intended'Co allow full freedom of discussion upon the 



^afijf^cr of Siuvcty; &Ad I liaid for MViii'arwi&eks^fit tt)# k^ bi 
ttiy tilitoaal coiumnis, under thy otvii signature, . that lint^d- 
Hil t<i allow under tba editorial' head also, great latitude oS 
u|>iAioor without comment. Dt^ring as I dkl m some impor- 
tant points from the wrhcr of this arttcle* who 1 repeat i^ a« 
lavire Slavebolder, I intended to give my individual views Mr 
the^ same sitbject, in my very next numbety vdiiob ^hi^n given. 
wiN put my enemies uiidev the ueQessity of denouncing, when 
they denounce me, the immortal Washington,, a name saoredt 
to the lovei^s of Kberty of'aU time and place. I had not expect- 
ed iDlheafbandanceof my charity, that the mest'fallen men 
woutdi have taken advantage of my helpless condUion,.arising 
from a long and painful illness, to sacrifice me : wheneven in 
health, I stood almost one man agfetinst a- thousandi Ltell these 
men, however, that they much mistake their man, a^d that if: 
they do succeed in accomplishing their tniispofies, and seal. 
their triumph trith my t>lood, that their MMmers of victory^ 
shall wave over a Violated Constitution, the gi^ave of Liberty,, 
audi the impious defiance of the Laws of 6^, and the moral 
sense of all mankind. If I stood in defenceonly of my own^ 
rights I niight be deterred from the unequal contest ;. but when« 
I stand for the^ si^ hundred thousand free white citiaens of my 
native staler all^iaoce to which, and her interests, concen-* 
tred by all repuuican principles in the majority of her peo*- 
pie, I canaot my dow»my aems. To* my children^ aftd friends 
wherever found, if I know myself, it shall never be said, at 
least of one citiceii of Kentucky, that he preferred; life, to hon-^ 
or mkI duty to his country. 

C. Mv CLAY. 
Thursday, AugusH 14th, 1845^ 

Since writiiig the above handbill, I hcw^ rereivec^th^ follow- 
ing letter from the hands of Thp* H. Waters, on tiiy sick bed^ 
at my own house: 

Lexington, 14th Ani^., 1845. 
CiawKRF BL Clay, Esq. 

Sni>-^We, the isbdersii^ned, have been appointed as a comnkittee 
upon the ^t cif a nu«nber ef the respectable citizens' of the City of 
Lexingtoiv to eorreiE^nd with you, under the following reeolution. 

Mtetolvtd, That o Committee of ^ee be appoiated tr wait upon^ 
Ca8i)U8M.Clay,£dit<H: of the <<True American,?* and request him* to 
diseominue the publieation of the paper called the '* True Ameriean '? 
as ite fiuthei' continuance, in our jud!gment, is dangerovos to the peactr 
of our community, and to the sufety of our homes and families. 

In pursuance of the above, we hereby request you> te discontinur 
you|Mfhper, and would seek to impress upon you the importance of 
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font ji«gui0ieeiice. Your pliper is agitatifig Mid exeitiHg our con- 
monity to an extent of which you can scarcely be aware. We do not 
approach you in the form of a threat. But we owe it to you to state, 
that,inourjudgment,your own safety, as well as the repose and peace 
of tho community, are involved in your answer. We a'wait your 
f^ly* in the hope that your own good sense and regard for the. rea-* 
■onable wishes of a comnauniiy in which you have many connex- 
ions and friends, will induce you promptly to comply with our request. 
We are instructed to report your aniswer to a meeting, to-morrow eye- 
ningyat three o^dbck, and will expect rt by two o^cibek, P. M., of 
le^morrow. Respect^lly, &c. 

B. W, DUDLEY, 
THO. H. WATERS, 
JOHN W;. HUNT. 

. To which I made the following repTy» which will be deliver- 
ed to-day, at the hour oppointed : 

Sibb: — I received through the hands of Mr. Thomas H. Waters^ 
one of your conunittce, since candle-light, your extraordinary letter. 
Inasmuch as two of your committee and myself are not upon speak- 
ing terms, and when I add to this tlie iact that you have taken occa- 
sion te address me a note of this character, when I am on a bed of 
sickness of more than a month^s standing, from which I have only 
ventured at intervals to ride out and to write a few paragraphs, which 
caused 'a relapse, I think that the American people will agree with me, 
that your office is a base and dishonorable one, more particularly 
when they reflect that you have had more than two months whilst 1 
was in health to accomplish the same purpose. — I say in reply to your 
qaserticm that you are a committee appointed by a respectable porticoi 
of the community, that it cannot be true. Traitors to the laws and 
Constitution cannot be deemed respectable by any but assassins, pi- 
rates and highway robbers. Your meeting is one unknown to the 
laws and constitution of my country; it was secret in its proceedings; 
its purposes, its spirit, and its action, like its mode of existence, are 
wholly unknown to and in direct violation of every known principle 
of honor, religion or government, held sacred by the civilized world. 
I treat them with the burning contempt of a brave heart and loyal cit- 
izen. I deny their power and defy their action. It may be true that 
those men are eKcited as you say, whose interest it is to prey upon the 
excitement and distresses of the country. What tyrant ever failed to 
be excited when his unjust ppwer was about to be taken from his 
Aands ! But I deny, utterly deny, and call foi prooi^ that there is any 
ju^t ground for tliis agitation. In every case of violence by the blacks 
since the publication of ray paper^ it has been proven and will be again 

Sroven by my representatives, if my life should fail to be spared, that 
lere has been special causes for their action independent of, and 
having no relation whatever to the ^* True American " or its doctrines. 
Your advice with regard to my personal safety is worthy of the apurcc; 
whenc<t it enianated,and meets with the s^me contempt from *4H^^^^ 



\h^ piirposefl f>f your mi9!iioli excite. Go tell, your secret ccmchve of 
f!iywariNy 'i^s!fji^fte[ fM C: 'M. Clay tnoW^ his ril|i|lits ihd hdW to cto^ 
i^nd tteih; ' 

Le^tingtin, Aug. 15,1845. C. M. CLAY ^ 

KENTUGKfANSs 

Yt)ii see this attempt of these tyrants, worsi^ 
than the thirty despots who lorded it over the once free Athens; 
now to enslave you. Men who regnrd [aw — men who regard 
all their liberties as not to be sacrificed to a single pecuniary 
interest, to say the leasS of doubtful value— lovers of justice 
— enemies of blood— laborers of all classe?— you for whom I 
have sacrificed so much, where will you be found when thie 
battle bet wen Liberty and Slavery is to be fought? I cannot, 
I will not, I dare not question on which side you will be found. 
If you stand by me like men, our country shall yet be free, but 
if you falter now, I perish with less regret when I remember 
that the people of my native Stale, of whom I have been so 
proud, and whom I have loved so much, arc already slaves 

CM. CLAY. 
Lexington, August 15, 1845. 

The following is the notice put forth under the resolution of 
the I5th August : 

PUBLIC MEETING. 

A meeting of the citizens of Fayette and the adjoininjj 
counties, is requested at the Court House in Lexington, at it 
clock, A. M. on Monday, August 18, to lake into considera- 
tion the most effecltial measures to seciire our interests from 
the efforts of Abolition Fanatics and Incendiaries. 

By order of the Meeting, HENRY JOHNSON, 

THO. H. WATERS, 
DUDLEY M. CRAIG, 
Aug. 15, 1845. Committee 

The Handbill signed «A Kentuckian,** published first in the 
Gazette of the 16lh August: 

THE TRUE AMERICAN. 

The establishment of this paper, taken in connexion with the 
previously published opinions of the editor, excited a strong sensa- 
iion iqi llie midst of the ccmmunity. Mr. C. M. Clay had ex- 
pressed himself very clearly in certain letters over his own signa- 
ture, addressed to the New York Tribune, during llie year 1844, 
detailing his plan for the uUimate emancipation of the Negro racc^ 
i;;^America. His clicme was comprehonsivo, and extended beyond 
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thii liinitf ci kin tmi tkUe. k vas to iMi bfgUlt la tl^ulWfii^ hf^ 
a chiiofe in the CTontilitutioii of tim Sua^i mkI autkorfaMng tba 
Lef iiltitiire to pass laws of prospective emanc^tloii. From this 
policy he anticipated the sale and exportation ol the larger portion 
of the race. From the exclusion of Texas from th« Unuin, and 
the aholitioH of slavery there under English Mediation and inHu- 
eoce, ho ant|cipaCed the crowding vi the African race in the SouUi- 
era pUinting Slates io such Bumbenif as taken In connexion with lt;ie. 
difpinished value of their labor^ would either drive the masters to 
abolition from interest^ and incapacity longnr to niainUin surl^ 
masses of unproductive slaves, or would enable the slaves them- 
selves, by the pliysical force of superior numbers^ to effect their 
own liberation by arms. These opinions, while theoretical, and 
publiahGd in the Northern papers, did not excite very general at- 
tention here, and were not probably even generally read. 

Upon the establishment of his press in Lexington, many weM 
meaning persons expected nothing more than a temperate diseus^ 
sion of the subject of islavery, intended to prepare and to lead the 
public mind to the consideration of some feasible plan of diminish- 
ing, checking, or finally getting rid, in safety^ of an institution, 
admitted by many reasonable men, to be a political evil. The 
gapponading style in wbioh Mr. Clay commenced bis editorial ca- 
reer; his allusions to his bowie-knife, and his past deeds of darings 
were regarded by some, as additional evidence of the constitutional 
bad taste and coarseness of mind for which the editor is distinguish- 
ed.; by others, as a politic contrivance to intimidate the lower or- 
der of bullies, who might otherwise have felt inclined to seize the 
occasion of the establishment of an ^abolition paper' in Lexing- 
ton, to assail the person, or attack the office of tho redoufed editor. 
That even Casaius M. Clay should have calculated, by the terror of 
his single arm, to overawe a community like that of Lexington arvdl 
its vicinity, into patient and continued submission to the promulga* 
tion, in the heart of a slave district, of sentiments and declarations 
amounting to invitations to armed sedition, to robbery, rape,conBa' 
g^tiotn, and all the horrors of servile war, is incredible. The 
proud patience with which this community has heretofore borne 
this man^s outrages, without protest or argument, or violence, or 
threat, is evidence at once of the ihaghanimbus temper of a people 
who abhor mobs, and of that conwious strength which scorns to stir 
or chafe under mere insolence. The editor, however, seems resolv- 
ed to reach their sensibilities, atid the 'True Amerk;an* of the l^h 
inst., would seem to demand 'from a prudence heretofore courage- 
ous, first a stern rebuke, and then whatever else the publrc peace 
and safety may require. 
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The lending arlicte of the number reierredto, t»id to be from 
tbe pen df a s)Bve)Mld6|r» and oihs of (he firal itilelLecle ef the og€, 
-18 mer^ lyyaddle, and worthy pf no aUeatioi^ sav^ from iis ktiacui 
«ib8iir4ili«si9 silly coaitradictioiis and puling refhosfty. The ediil6- 
rial is masculkiB a»4to the fokit Mr Clay there tteats ^taviery, 
tinder oifr municipal laws, as a rtolatioii of the fundamental ptin- 
ctples 6t the Unioiiy the rights asserted untversally for aH men un- 
der the declaration of independence, and winds up with the follow- 
mg pithy sentiments: 

**Slavery, the most unmitigated, ihe lowest, basest that tha world has evef 
seen, is to be siibstttuted forever for o<ir better, more glorious, holier aspira- 
tions. The Constitution is torn and trampled under foot; iuitice and good 
laitb in a nation are derided ; brute force is sabstUitled in tae plaee of bfgh 
tneral tone : att ihe gf^^HL principles of national liberty whicih we inheriied 
from our British ancestry are yielded up, and we are left with^Vft Got^ ^t 
hope in the world. When the great-hearted of our land wJMp, aq4 the roan 
t)f reilectibn maddens in the contemplation of our national apostacjr, rhere 
are men pursaing gain and pleasure, wIm> smile with oontempi sad indHTer- 
eace At their appeals* But, remember, yon who dwell in msrblepalaoes!^ 
thai there are tiroi^f mrmt amd fiery hearts mid iren piku in the etic^ett^ andpwnet 
^cfglastonly betweeit them and ffu uhoer plate on the boards ami Uia 9mo9i/^dlnn' 
nmwmnanon the &tUmiai/k. When you have mocked at Virtue, denied the 
agency ef Ood ia the affairs of men, and made rapine fwt honied feith, 
tremble, for the day of retributipn ia at band, and the m a§§ n wtH be aven- 
ged." 

What masses T To whoniv and IQ what ones the editor refer? 
4m4 where is he writing? Bete is an appeal wor^y of reniem- 
■herance. Out slaves are regarded as a portion of the people, da- 
<pffived of their consCitutioflal privileges^ oppressed against law, aitd 
ground into servitude by haughty nobles, living in «mafble psiaces.' 

The editor assumes the port of a patriot summontng an eppresiretf 
people to the recovery of their birth-right, and a terrfhie vindica- 
ttoti of their wrongs. ^Strong arms, fiery hearts, and iron pikes f" 
There is point in this! Here is muscle, energy, determinafioi|! 
^aveholders, who '«live by rapine, tremble; the day of retribu- 
tion is at hand.^^ («The smooth-skinned woman on tfie ottoman, 
with nought between her and violation but a pane of gtas^r^ 
These are images certainly to be held up by way of stimulus to 
<jur liousehold slaves, God of peace, and mercy, and modesty, 
that a Kentuckian^ and a gentleman, wearing a name of which he 
is wont to boast, reputably connected, a^d honorabl}' born, should 
'have lent himself to excite and to vindicate — to rouse and to jus- 
trfy an insurrection of negroes, with «' Beauty and Booty ^ to^ 
the watchword. 

Mr. Clay aims to spur. this community to indignation, does be? 
Has 1^ ever seen #|| old saw which says, ««bew«r0jtfpi lMi;y pf & 
pati^ miMi.'^ Knows hia nqt th«l the tep ibie image! npeit which 
im'fiMtsts tm abolitioQ fanc)!, ^e not to be iiaioed in a aqoifty ef 
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brave men and beautiful women? Where be these iron pikes — 
who 18 to lead to vengeance and to the feast of blood and lust, iheae 
fitrong armed, fiery hearted sons of Africa ? Does Mr. Clay write fat 
rbetofical effect ? Is he aware of his position and his argument ? hr 
he mad ? llie abolition party are strong to the North, Their pitfi> 
is desperate. We know him to be connected with them.. We know 
they have means, with which they will sustain him. For what doea 
}i6 take the men among whom he was born, that he thus beards and de^ 
fies them, threatens violation to their women, and plunder and conflair 
gration to their dwellings, and argues in justification of all the bof rors 
he predicts, and excites by predicting? 

We again invite the attention of the public to a close and critical 
examination of the article, the fiendish temper with which it is writtcny 
and its inevitable tendency. **The day of retribution is at hand;" 
Ha! We are Fn immediate danger, then? "Strong arms, and fiery 
hearts, and iron pikes. The negro is taught his strength, 'The mass- 
6s will be avenged: The constitution is torn and trampled under foot: 
justice and eood faith in a nation are derided, brute force Is substituted,' 
&c. *'A11 the great principles of national liberty we inherited arc 
yielded up: " Here is the summons of a patriot leader; here a justifi- 
qation, ardent and ample, for the last extreme of popular vengeance. 

We again ask. Is Mr. Clay mad? Does he bear a charmed life? 
What though he be an emancipationist, knows be not that abolition 
here and now is impossible? Knows he not that in this City and Coun- 
ty there are thousands of negro slaves embodied in factories and upon 
farms: that many of them can read: - that from the mildness and hu. 
manity of their masters they have more leisure, perhaps, than any class 
of laborers in the world? jSeeks he to thiow a firebrand among them: to 
sow fear and distrust upon one side, and fiery. hate upon the other? To 
extirpate humanity by destroying the principle of obedience. To teach 
the hereditary bondsman that he is in truth constitutionally and legally 
a frecborn citizen, entitled to all the fruits of the American revolutioa? 
Knows he not that ail the terrors of the law have not been sufficient to 
protect, in all instances, female modesty from the fierce and brutal Iqst 
that scorches in the African's veins? Does he, Cassius M. Clay, paint 
the beauty of his countrywomen, his townswomen, first to inflame, aad 
then teach the facility of enjoyment? 

Quosque tandem Caiilina,*' 

Longer patience in this community were a crime, and a temptation to 
threatened violence. Mr Clay is a fanatic and an incendiary. We 
were equally so, and would deserve the horrors he threatens, did we not 
take immediate steps to arrest Uie further publication of this infernal in- 
strument. 

We understand that a portion of the citizens have already taken stepb 
to request M|play to suspend his paper. Should he refuse, there wifl 
be a general cat) of the people; and something efficient resell ved hpon. 
The Clustering about bowte knives and Rtkdsell'^ Cave, bjhA bloodless 
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Aibt Witt icafcely fltnre bit Um! Tb^i i mvn'ihoidd hav» iMideflAketv 
m Mtjr 8 wMe oommumtjr^ whifc h^pveaciiesr oipe, lobbeiy a«d cooi^ 
tkyati oDito m^oiaU wko wait in oar cbambeii, vratch our aiimibenr 
MiA c09k our food, ia qvidenoe possibly of insaaiyr. Bbt the. v^ndipaii^ 
QMiftbeohiuiied. A K£I»TUCK1AN. 

Tbe foUcHviog are Mv Clay's HandbUkr i|ii 6f^dQr^ 

. . To ^e ciHzew qf liyem county and ike Ciip of' JUxUigUm.' 

As my opponents, ootwiiihstMiding^ my stckoessi wfll not wait ttr 
tfesf my plan of emancipattoRi and soeni deteMnined' to praci|Kllite* 
tn^adures to extremity, without givtnf roe a iMarrng, aiid as^liiey: 
Fnsist upon* branding me as an ^^abolitionist,*^ a name* faU of itn<r 
known and strangle teriops and crimes^ to ttie mass of our peoployi^ 
I will make a brief statement of my plan ol emanclpatiom M" 
though I regard slavery as opposed to mttural right,*! « > in i fcr teto 
and U» itmiola^ observance, in aU omeey whalteerj^ ae ^ m^ 
ifafeguardefmyoum Liberiy andihe JUherty 0f o^ken, i^thetelM'' 
have not^ and will not give my sanction to any modb of fleeing 
the sliaves, which doesTnoft conform stfictly to the &aws and Goo* 
«titution of my State. And as 1 amsfitiftfied that< there is no pow. 
^r,^ utider the present Constitution^ by which^ slavery can be.'„ 
reached^ I go for a Gdnvention . In a Convention^ whic^ is fwHti*' 
cially Omnipotent, i would say that every female slave, botv ifter ; 
a certain day and yeftr, should be- fvee at the age of twentyone. 
This, in the course of time, wonld gradhaljy^ and at laet^ maihe 
bor State truly Free,. I would fortheii say, that,^ after Ihe expi- 
ration of thirty year?, more or less,, the State ehould provide a 
fund, ^tiher from lier own resources, from her portion iwiihe Bob- 
lie Lands, for thb purchase ot the existing gener«tto» of slaves, 
ifi order that the while laboring portion. of Ouv community might 
"be as soon as posaib^e freed fromrthe ruinous oompetitiDn of ahive 
labor. The funds should be applied after thlj manner, commit- 
doners shall be appointed in eacb county ,< who shall on> oatht value 
all slaves that shaM be voluntarily presented to t)hem» f(»r: thst 
purpose. To the owners ot.. these slaves shall be- issued, by the 
proper authorities, scrip bearing interest at the rate of six' per 
cent., to the amount o^ the value of thetr slaves-, and to the re- 
dem))4ion of said scrip tMs fund shall be applied, principal and 
' mterest. By this plan»the present habite of our people would' nut 
•ibe suddenly broken in upon, whilst^atthe same time, we believe 
tfcafr It «roold brfiigi slavery to almost uttep extinction in- our StMp 
within the next thirty yeajs. 

Wrf h regard to tlm isee: Utocfes, I would not go for forcibi^4SXr 
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ifWlaiHii, \ML I mMi enooarage by all 4bo feaumty TeBaaHmnJUlk 

'tlhvSliie baif to spure, a vdonlary emigration to lAieh ocNiiltiM 

iIimI ciNoatcB as libtbre mems pa^icakrly to haVo 4b8\gBed tlnflkit 

*Wiai'xtrard to the political equality of the blicacd With tlili« 

' H bites, ^I -should oppose io Coo vent ion their admission to ^be-riglil 

* of suffrage. As minors, women, foreigners, denizens and divers 

'Other classes of individuals are, m all veil reftiUted *g<rv«^n- 

^ meats, forbidden the elective franchise, so I see no good reason 

why tbe'l>lai(!k8, until they become able to exenilse thb fight to 

vote with 'proper discretion, should be admitted Io the jighl of 

'flttfirage. *«Suffietent lor the day is4he evil therc^f.^ The '%kam 

'might come with aueoeediog generations when there would he m 

objedtion on'thefiart of the whites, and none on 4he account fii 

disqiuilificatiiNi of the -Macks to their being adsMHed to the saoHi 

r'poNtical platform; hot ^ after generations act for themBel¥e8» 

Vheidea of anudgamation and social equality Tesultipg froni 

emancipation isfrroven-by experience to be untrue and dii8«rd« 

it may be said by some, what right would a Oonvention have M> 

liberate the nnbom^? iThey who ask equity, the lawyers say, 

•themselves mast do equity, and whilst the slaveholdoi^ have rightoy 

>they must <ffemembor the blacks also bave rights; and surely in 

:the ^empromise which we have proposed between the slav-e and 

•4be slaveholder, the slaveholder has the Lion^s share. 

behave thus, in a 'very rambling and feeble, unsatis^tory 
tmanner,^iven something o£ an outHne of the plan which wo had 
•intended to presents It may be that my paper has not been con^ 
ducted in the most pacific manner, but is there not cause for nw^ 
4ual reproach 'between tmyself and the public in which I am placed? 
And those who now most denounce me, should remember that my 
ipaper was denounced even in advance, in the full avowal of aU 
ibe incendiary pucpcses which my enemies now afiect to impute 
4o me. I am willing to take warning from friends or enemies ftut 
4he future conduct df my paper, a-nd while I am ready to restrid 
myself in the latitude of dbcussioa of tiie question, I never will 
voluntarily abandon a right or yieM a principle. 

C. M- CLAY. 
August 16, ia4S. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 
Since writing my last handbill concerning a Convention* I 
hare seen the handbill put out by Henry Johnson, Thomas H. 
Waters, and Dtidley M. Craig, Committee, Beverly A. Hicks, 
Chairman. I thank (^pd, that in his mercy, I am not >fit 
^^MAD," although these men, the public will perceive, since 
they know the state of my health, have done all in their powr 



#r possilkk), to 'destroy not only my reason but my life, Cmt C 
bave h:i(l. the Typhoid Fever for thirty-three days, during- 
tvhioh tiaoe, almost incessantly, my brain has been affected. It. 
will be perceived that they do» not. characterize their n^eeting 
as a priwUe caucus, whidi all Lexington know it- was. . And 
I now thank God that a. lifetime's regard for. my word, .will 
WliUeme,.! feel confident, whilst I am lying on my back un-^ 
aUe to hold a pen, and dietating all these handbills which I 
lofffe put forth, unable to* procure authority and testimonv to* 
sustain it, to use with, power and truth. of evidence, my We 
assertion asainst a thousand calumniators.. When l appeal tcp 
Laborbbs for help, in my handbill, and I say. I, meant wbito 
laborers and no others, all who know me will believe what I 
say. And all who do nodknow me, when they ^einember that 
«very blood relation I have in the world that I know of, and 
every connection, are slaveholders, and that with all these^. 
with few exceptions, I am upon terms of the most barmoni* 
ous and friendly feeling and association, although we di&f 
about this thing of sla«ery^ they will alsaknow that I speak 
the Truth. Yes, 1 say it,\he publishers of this handbill bdieve 
ii and know iu. If these men have had a sixrpounder cannon 
and some 60 or cme hundred balls, as we are credibly informed,^ 
veady to batter down my office, befoxie the. publication of this 
editorial of wJiich they complain, it is proven to. every, honest 
man that they are- now playing upon me the story of the *'wolf. 
and thelamb." Whether they *^are ptUting forth a counter 
iMnifestO'Or advertising for recruiis^^' not only from our own. 
eity and coun4y, but from adjoining counties, let the public 
judge; They say that I am '^associated'' with the Abolition- 
ists of the- North. The gentlemen either meaui political asso- 
ciation or nothing,, fos personal association: at this distance is 
.imposible. I utterly deny thai I have aay political asi^ociation 
with them, other than> that the opinions of all political parties,, 
whatever, meet and mingle upon some^ common ground^. In* 
my Prospectus* which, was published for months in this eity,.! 
said that I should fovm alliance with no. political party, but act 
^ta a «^tate party," so that then,, once more, if I speak truth, 
these- men do. not. In the ''True Amenican," July 29th, in my 
tetter to the Cincinnati Anti-Slavery Convention, I declint^i 
1o be present, and in the same letter I used thefeilowing lan- 
guage: *'I abide the destiny of tfaa^ party in which I have- 
grown to- manhood', untit some otlier, numbering more friends 
-of Liberty, than we, shall give indication of a more* speedy 
success. I claim to be a Wmo, because I ?tand upon the same 
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«0iilid ^ the Mnatridus dedhirators of '76/' Nowmycena* 
#7^1611 9 i&not here ihost triumphant rdbtation of those assas* 
«m ealumiiies of thede rtien ? For if I have said to the Abolt^ 
^kfmsrfei thetnselves, thdt I am a Whig* whilst they were 8up« 
|)oir4iiig rtie as ohe of their .party, how could I hope to be esti<^ 
^ated bv ithem in any other %ht than as a baee and febe po4> 
Utical adventurer. That I have many aubscriberfrahiaiigihemf 
h true, bwt to «av <bat I am "siiBTADrBD'' by thejm» in the sense 
li(^^ -kneanty ris false. I beiiei^ that they do not compose more 
tten one fourth part of my subscribers in the Nortfaei^ Sttftest 
4Eind I weuld ftifr rather ha^ their support, than that of such 
linen as «ne of this Committee, who comes Uubberine like -A 
l^reat bA, kaby leto secret caucusi calling himself my <«frieiidv'^ 
#bilkat the same time, as aoon as my back is tuimedy he stabs 
tMe %e the vitals. Ah! Dudley, pious Dudley, tear-shedding 
^tidifay, write against me as you have in this handUli, with 
the view ef avowedly violating the Ceiistitution (rfyour coun* 
^rg which yea are bound to siipf>ort, and you will prove your- 
sen more my friend thae by shouldering your muwet to shed 
Wy tdoed. Now my countrymen ! when you remember that 
mdk far«seeingand clear-headed statesmen as are appended to 
this haiidlHll, and who have undertaken to become theguaidi- 
^ans of the hener and interests of Ibis State, most have seen 
these written declarations of mine, they must wilfully misre- 
present line en this 'occasion. If d^ance and threats were my 
earheit heralds, they came, if veport be true, from one of this 
•ccummittee. They ipiepe the same heralds of^defiance and threats^ 
which dow once mere come from them, and if Iioxington he 
true to theglorieus name she bears, and if Fayette be true to 
the glorious name she bears, they will meet with the same 
fate — a dishonored grave of undisturbed centuries. I am sat- 
isfied to trust my eKplan»tion of my editerial of the last paper, 
to the people whom I address, but oae more suggestion in addi- 
tion to those which I haVe already made, that if Iheytociure 
^<my meaning f4>om the general context, which noine but clear- 
headed men as these will do, that upon mere verbal andgram- 
imaticalcriticiem and ikeral interpretation, I could not have 
imeant the Blacks, for in the whole South, there are five mill- 
lions of Whites to three of Blacks, not in Kentucky for there 
4kTe six Whites to ene filack; so then if a class is to be taken ^ 
and <^ice is to be made between the Whites and Blacks, 
even then the Whites are the -^'masses.^ No, these men 
cannot, they do not, believe what they say. Tiiey s^y that 
I deny the VAJutnirv of the laws in one of the most impor- 
tant social relations x^ this is absolutely false. T^irn to the 
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mmiii^ ••f the American in iivhich Tliomas Metcalfe's letter 
was pubHished^ and strange to say tliey wiU there find an 
article from my pen where 1 maintain with all the pawer 
i>f intellect of ^hich I am capable, agaihst the Albany Pa* 
triot, one of those Abolitionists with whom these men say 
I am allied, the proposition in relation to Slavery that ^thal 
is property tvlifich the hw makes property.'' It b one thing 
to admit the l^|Ality of a thing and another thing lo deny lis 
justice. Oh ! Henrv, Oh ! Thomas, Oh I Dudley, Oh ! Bever- 
i(9y, s«rely ye are **DanieIs come to judgment 1'' To say that 
^ReMjtd for the public peace^^ induces Henry and Thomas 
and Dudley and Beverley to shoulder their muskets and 
drag one poor, little editor out of his 'Men'' when they 
knew that he oonjd neither pull a trigger nor wield a pen, 
and shed his blood, thus violating not only the express lan- 
guage of the GonsUtution, but every principle of right, re- 
iigioa «nd justice, is about as logical as it is magnanimous 
or likely to be carried into execution. 

But if I am mistaken, and an outrage is to be perpetrat- 
'ed which will stain, with eternal dishonor, Fayette's here- 
tofore {svoud and fair escutcheon^ 1 pray you people of Lex- 
ington and Fayette, get some men of more truth, of more 
sense, ^f mere eloquence than these men possess, to give 
you an excuse to say that you were driven from your pro- 
priety to the |)erpetration of this deed by the power of ge- 
iiius, which can at times obscure the clearest intellects and 
wiadden the noblest heaits into crime. 

C. M. CLAY. 

August, I8(ii,t845. 

At a mee^ng of the citizens of Lexington, Fayette and 
the adjacent counties held at the court House yard on the 
18tb August, 1845. 

Wallbr BUI.I.OCK, Esq., was appointed Chairman and 
iBiBif^. Gratz, Secretary. 

The followitig communication from C. M. Clay, Esq , was 
read to the meeting : 

Lexington, August 18th, 1846. 
l%e Ch4urm$m,of (he Public Meeting assemhkd to-day, will please 
lay before it the following communication : 

Fcf^LOW-CITIZEHS OF LbXINGTON, AND CoUNTY Of FaYETTE,-^ 

Seing unable from the state of my health, to be present at your meet* 
9Dgj ^ even unable to hold a pen, having been sick thirty. five days 
'Wilh'tbe Typhoid fever, I dictate to an amanuensis, a few lines for 
.70ur]astQon8iderattan. Havinj^^been the unwilUng oavse^ in part) of 
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tbt present excitement in my county, and feeling, as I do, respeet for 
die safety and happiness of others as well as my own» 1 voluntarily 
come forward and do all I conscientiously can do for your quiet and* 
satisfaction. I treated the communication from the private caucus 
with burning contempt^ arising not only from her assuming over me a 
power which would make me a slave, but from a sense of the 
t^p personal indignity with which their unheard of assumptions were- 
fKitempted to be carried into execution. But to you — a far differently^ 
organized body and a constitutional assemblage of citizens — I feel that 
it is just and proper that I should answer at your bar ; and as 1 am > 
not in a state of health to carry on an argument or vindicate piopefly 
my own rights, I shall, voluntarily, before any action is taken on ^ 
your part, make such explarmtion as I deem just and proper. 

During my sickness, my paper has been conducted by some friends. 
The leading article in the last number, which I am told is the grieiar 
cause of the public disquietude, I have never read, because at the time 
It was put to press I could not have undergone the fatigue of reading 
ftich a paper through. Although it was read over to me at the timo^ 
yet I am fully persuaded now, that had I have been in health it would 
not have been admitted into my columns. But 1 felt the less hesitan* 
cy in admitting it, because it has been my avowed policy heretofore 
to admit free discussion upon the subject of slavery, by slaveholders 
themselves.aod the author of this article is largely interested in that kind' 
of property. You have seen before this time that the course of policy 
which 1 commend, myself, Co the State, is widely different, in many 
essential points, to this author's views. The article written by my-^ 
self, and published in the same paper, was written a few days after 
the leader was in type, and which has also been the cause of so much 
dissatisfaction, the justice of which, to some extent I am willing to ac^ 
knowledge. I assure you upon the honor of a man, it was never in- 
tended to mean, or to bear tlie construction which my enemies havo 
given it. I was pursuing tlie reflections of my own mind, without 
thinking of the misconstruction that could be put upon my language. 
' Had I been in the vigor of health, I should have avoided the objec- 
tionable expressions, for by sharply guarding against the cavils of my 
opponents, I would best guard at the same time against any thing 
which could be considered of an incendiary diaracter. I cannot n^y 
that the paper from the beginning, has been conducted in the man- 
ner I could have wished. The cause of this it is not now necessary 
forme to mention. Satisfied, however from past experience, that 
the free discussion of the subject of slavery is liable to many objec" 
tions which I did not anticipate, and which I had allowed in atn 
excess of liberality, arising no doubt, from the fact that I had been 
denied the columns of the other presses of the country myself,! pro. 
pose in future very materially to restrict the latitude of discussion. I 
fdiall admit into my paper no article upon this subject, for which I am 
not willing to be held responsible. This, you perceive, will wry 
much narrow the ground; fox my plan of emancipation ^bicfa 1 pitt 
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forth K Ibw daya ago, is of the most gradual character. My other 
fieiv» put forth there abo, are such as I learn are not at all ofiemafo 
to the grtet mass of oar people. By this course, I expect to achieve 
tifo^ects, to enable me to earry on the advocacy of those prinoi- 
|des and measoies which I deem of vital importance to our State 
Witheut molestation and without subjecting the peoj^e to the appre;' 
heQsioMs and excilenient which are now unhappily upon us. You 
nay properly ask, perhaps, why was not this thing done before? I rej^y 
that I did net foresee any such consequences as have resulted from 
a' different -course. The denunciaticms of the public press on both 
sidei, I conceived, and am still of the same opinion, arose from the 
derire lo make both parties political capital. — And you will see alsp^ 
when the excitement is worn off, that there have been many selfish 
pttrp^ees sought to be accomplished at the expense of your peace 
and minei)y men who are professHng to be actuated by nothing but pi^* 
triodc motives. 

Having said thus mu(;h upon the conduct of my paper, I must say 
also, that mj constitutional rights I shall never abandon. I feel asdeep- 
ly interested in this community, asany other man in it No man is, or 
has a connection, more deeply interested, in the prosperity of this 
State, than myself. You ought not, you cannot, if you are just to 
me as you are to yourselves, ask me to do that which you would not 
do. I know not in reality, what may be the state of public feeling. 
I am told it is very much inflamed; I, therefore, directed my publisher, 
after the publication of to«morrow^s paper, to exclude all matter upon 
the subject of Slavery, until, if my health is restored, I shall be able 
myself to take the helm. 

My office and dwelling are undefended, except By the laws of my 
ebtintry — to the sacred inviolability of which I confide myself and 
property; and of these laws you are the sole guardians. You have the 
power to do as you i^ease. You will so act, however, I trust, that 
thb day shall not be one accursed to our County and State. 

Your obedient servant, C. M. CLAY. 

The Hon.: Thomas F. Marshall Ihenf addressed the Chair 
as follows : 

Mr. Chairman abd Fellow.citizeks of FAVETTE.^-Tbe vast 
^concourse of men around me, independent of every thing else^ gives 
ampleproof of some deep and powerful excitement of the public 
mind. 

Tou'know, you all know, that this assemblage of the people has 
been convened upon a published notice, to take into consideration the 
safety of this community, and to adopt such measures as may secuito 
your peace, and guard from the threatened danger your homes and 
families. I rise not as ufk>n other occasions, to make you a speech. 
I seek not to inflame your passions, i^nd will not hazard by one wOfd 
of extenporaneoos appeal upon ; the subject of this day's action^ the 



tertible respofioibiiity of precipitating this already exctied aiaeiiaUf. 
U 18 in kei^ag however widi the order, decoriiai, and d^nily, whiob 
have characteriaed all the previous steps in this great popolar meire^ 
inent, and which mark ihe aspect of this crowd, that soMe one skooM 
fennally explain what has gone before, and state the carcomatancea^ 
which- have led to this extraordinary call of the people. I can but 
achieve this object, by reading to yon the pioceedingaof a aoMdier 
body of citizens, the correspondence opened oy them with the Editor 
of the «^*Trae American," and their address to the public, and dietaa^ 
lations which acoompanied it. {Here Mr. Marshall read th<d do<Hi^ 
mentJB referred to^ which will be (band above, end then proceeded.> 
It had occurred t6 several gentlemen who had b6en active in the proS^ 
coedings of last week, that the iran^ctions of this day would extetid,. 
probably, in their influence, far beyond this immediate oeighlxwhood* 
That they would become the subject of severe examination afM) the mosft 
rigid and scrutinizing censure, throughout the United States. That 
(he character of our people, and the good name of our Commonwealth, 
would be involved iu the resolutions we adopt, and the temper and 
the mode in which they may be executed. 

Liable as all these may become to misrepresept^tion, itwaa^ 
tboi^t best for youi honor and your interests, aiid it was hoped, that 
It would not be deemed by you presumptuous, to prepare such a state- 
ment of the facis and the principles upon which your action this day 
is based, as fornis in thieir judgement a complete defence in movalsand 
ia laws for this great exertion of the original power of society : Suob 
a statement, these gentlemen had instructed me to prepare and oflfer 
for your acceptance, hot without the hope^ that though imperfect ia its 
.execution, you may not deem it altogether unworthy to be sent forth 
to the world, as your declaration of the ground upoq which you real 
your justifioaiion at the bar of that public opkiion, to which commu- 
nities as well as individuals.are amenable for their action. As suqIi 
and under their instructions, 1 tender it and beg leave to read it in lieu 
of all other remark or argument. (Here Mr. Marshall read the ad. 
drew and resolutions, which when the question was taken upon them 
at the close of the reading, were adopted without a dissenting voice.) 

. The People of the city of Lexington and county of fViyette, tqgeth^ 
erwith many hundreds fi^m the adjoining counties, assembled in 
the c^tyof Lexington on the 18tb August in pursiHnce of i| g^entl 
notice made by the authority of a body of the citizens of Lexingtofi, 
calling a general assembly of the people, to concert measures foiv the 
soppreasion of the &rther publicatioA ef the ^'Abolition paper^ call- 
ed the "True Americim,^^ having Jieard the proceedings, corremwn- 
,idencc, and address pf tlie meetiag which palled this assembly, appiK>ye 
the same^andnow make and |>ubliahto the world this |dcclara,tiQi^ to 
vindicatiD tboirroaolutioris and their ajction. 

«. To laxf: pretenied the cstabliafanicnt of this^ press liy legal i9«aiis 



l^uld have bieeit impossible » Tliere is nd regular judicial procssa by 
which it coifM havd been achieved. To have resorted to means like 
the'present would have been pretnature and perhaps indefensftlei The 
tjibeily of the Press and the freedodi of politimd discussion ate: et* 
9diftial elements of onr social system. An effi>rt to establish a 
press in Kentucky devoted to the discussion of the question efd<|ni0S' 
tic sTairery and the prefMriety and practicability of emancipation by iaw^ 
as an individual enterprise, might, in this simple view of the piopo* 
sition, have been tolerated ^ tiie people, as it is in all probability not 
{Inhibited by our laWs. liie precise purpose and principles of ibe 
Ei)itor6ftf^<'Tnte American,^ and^the poison he* tneont to assdiM 
here in relation to the stibject^ together with the ^ect he, his prince 
ple^,andiiis'paper were to produce upon our peace and our propeHgr^ 
were of course at the outset matters df speculation. After an ezfie- 
rtmettt of some months however, there ean be no donbt fennining m 
this community in illation to any of these particulars. 

The inStittifion ^ ^avery existed in « pettion of the Statesof 
this Unioh befi)re theadbption of tfie Fedeftd 6cmstttittion, byibvoe 
of the liiuni^ipa} constitulMnf 6f i|he p«rticiilar 'States. The intsitu* 
"fion its^ is* deafly 'recognized fHvi guaranteed by tha^ articles of the 
fTrflph, and left where it was found, under the exclusive control ef 
State g6K^rnmen<fts aiiid laws. In >the enumeration of the people 
Hbree*fiMisbf the slaves are included as the basis of federal rapic- 
sentatfon, aiid ^rcct taxation upon the several States is subjected to 
the same apportionment. Fugitive slaves must be rendered up upon 
claim of the master, notwithstanding the law of the State into which 
^ey esci^inay not recognise the relation. 

The ^United States shall guaranty 'overy State against domestic 
vfol^i6n'U|^n' aj>[^icatton 6f the Leglriature or theEkecutive, and 
dhill pr0i^ for ealHng iSdirih the militia to suppress insurrectionit. 
' These ate aman|f Sie securities taken by the slave States in the 
NatTOTfal Gonstitntfonj not only that they were not to be disturbed 
hut that they wet^ to be protected in this property by the national 
iwn snd authority. 

A fbrtnidaMe party has arisen within afw years in the United 
S^ted, wfio seek actively and praottcally to disturb these guaran- 
^es, to change the c^tstitution itrrektion to some of them, atul who 
deny it^'palpible import, or wrest to (hatful purposes its powers in 
relatibri t6 others. 

Th^y aim at l!he Abolition of Slavery in America aiM halt not at 
thie meaQS. They are organized, active, united in pursuit ef this 
object, and desperately fanatical.-^^They have fbund their way i«|Gi 
the National Legtstature, and already exercise a threatening influence 
tliere.' They command a powerful-press in the United States'. They 
have among thein a burning zeal, commanding talent, and a Inge 
amount of political influence and monied capital. They gcdtit the 
idea df gradual emancipation or colonization. They treaf the insti- 
tution as equally opposed to religion, morals and law." — They main- 

4 
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taintiuftthc negro slave here is an American bbm, entitled to tike loll 
benefits and blessings of republican freedom, under the Dectarttion ^f 
indepeiidencey which freed all of American birth. They maintiia 6^ 
him the right of insurrection and exort jiim to its exerdse, luad with 
an iiifbrnal sub^ety clakn, that the power conferred upon Congress to 
^%uppte88 insurrections"' gives to that body in which the free Stated 
have now '80 overwhelming a prep^derance, the ri^ to remove 
the cause by abolishing slavery. That a servile war becomes by 
Ibrce of this clause a national affair, and can be settled upon any 
terms under the national discretion. With this party, we believe, from 
ikse fullest evidence of which the nature oithe case is susceptible) tba 
ikiitor of the <^Thie American" to be competed by sympathy of 
4)pinfim, burning and &natical eeal, and concert of efibrU-^Wiu his 
speculative ofHnioQs we presume not to interfere; with bis nractioal 
SQci^rtiotts, in •our midst, to disturb the settled o^er of oar aomestic 
life, to inflame to discon^nt atid rebellion our household slaves, we 
liave the most direct and inconlestiUe cenn^on. In proceeding by 
;foroe and wbfaout judicial process, to arrest the action of a free dtl* 
i$esi» to interfere in any degree with his private property, and if the 
necessity of -the case and the desperation of the man require it, to 
lirooeed to extreraitiea against his person, we owe it to eur 0W|i 
Hme, , and die good name of our community, to set forth ^ finds, 
upon wUch^ Ibises in our justification the highest of all laws, the 
kw of setf-defence and preservation from great and manifest dan- 
^and injury, 

' Before the editor of tbe .'^True American" had established his 
press in Lexington, or macle his celebrated visit to the North, be had 
oorrespbnded with the New York Tribune, a leadinff AiioUitioii piqwr. 
In certain letters over his signature some of the leadmig uid most 
dangerous principles^ ^ the «ect were avowed apid d^koAfid* The 
Abolition of Slavery in the I^strict of Columbia-*— the exdusion of 
the; three-fifths of tb6 slave population in the i^^rtionment "of 
irepresentalion by- a change in the constitution, thereby weakening 
tttill farther the slave States upon the floor of Congress*— the exclasioR 
43f Texas from the Unil»P) in- pursuit of which obj^t be avowed )iim- 
^If ready le lak^ up armsr^he enlisting tbe whole Ibrce of tbe 
non-siaveboldefs in Kentucky against slave property, and thus forcing 
A change Ui: the ocmstltutioo of the State, were among $he ifieans mi 
instruments relied upon by him for effecting the entire abolition of 
-slavery; in /Americfu: In 900 of his letters, he anticipates from the 
abblition :^of slavery in Kentucky and some other of the .Western 
•^tea by the means above^no^ced, and the exclwsiim of Texasf, that 
''the sllive popuiaclion wil} be crowded upon the plantinj^ States .to 
^ch an extent, -thdt abolition, if not voluntarily achieved bylaw, 
.will be Ibrced^y a war of colors exterminating one or other of the 
races, in either cven|, (and the editor seemed tocontemf^tc ci- 
ther with equal serenity) .terminating in .that universal Itt^rty so 
fiercely sought. Holding these opinions, and after visiting Iliprthr 
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^m ciUcs und beilig received there in full communion by t}ie aboli- 
lion |»arty, caressed and flattered and feasted, hailed in the stages of 
his iiiuniphal progress by discharges of cannon, and heralded in the 
papers devoted to the cause as the boldest, the most intrepid, the most 
devoted of its champions, he returned to liiff native State, the organ 
and the agent of an incendiary sect,to force upon her principles mtal 
to her domestic repoiie; at the risk of his own life and the peace of the 
community. In the preparation and establishment of his office in 
Lexington, Mr. Casdiutf M. CJay acted as though' he were in an 
enemy -s country .-^He has employed scientific engineers in fortifying 
against attatk, and prepared the means of destroying the lives of 
bi8 felkiw cit]2en8, it is said, in mines of gun powder, stands of mus- 
kets, and pieces of cannon. — The whole bourse of the man bears 
eMdence iiieohtestible that he wa^ entering upon a career fatal to the 
p6ace of the community of which he was a member. T^ citizeii 
has a right to arm in ms own defence, and to protect his house and 
bis person from unlawful assault; but why should a peaceful citizen 
engaged ma laveful calling, make preparations suited to repel an 
invamng tony? It is needless to oUr purpose, to notice the editor^'! 
nitfaleis Uttacks upon individuals, and his threats to terrify resistance 
of bis course. We proceed at once to the last number of the 
**Tni6 Aittetican^^ and ttt^ puUicaticms since put forth by its editor, 
as conddiiivcf evidence of his temper towards ^e coffimunity, and' of' 
th« chatietet, pariMey and inevitable tendency of the paper. In 
this Ptp9t of the ISth of August there is a leading article, for 
wbicn, alflMWgh 1M froln the pen of the editor, tbe print is responsiblir 
to the public, atid #bith at ail events is evidence of the purpose of 
the print alid lltte character and objects of those Who support it. We 
mak9 &0tb this artide a few extracts of the modt difiinous chani<:ter. 
Thm ftukUttief^l propoaition with this wri^teriii as follows r ^'Our 
Le^iflatuM, State and ChMfaly should raise the platform upon 
mwh oat free colored people stand. They lihould give to them 
frdl politidil rigbta to hold office, to vote, to ilet on jurie#j to give 
tb«ir teitiliioiiy^nd to make no distinction betweeft them and btirsehes. 
After traciiig the deligbtfiil effects of this equ&tity;, the article pro- 
oeeds: <<)ur national character, our best consciences, pur duty,a[Il 
wvigh nothing in the scales of slavery, against Ike pride and setfixk- 
neii of the matter. The instrument catted the Constitution, sfitr 
frownmcing all men equal and having equal rights, suffers slaterj/ 
to exist, a free colored person to be d^ied all political rights, and 
after declaring that ^ free persons shall enjoy a free intereourst: 
wiihAe States J suffers the free negro to he driven out of all an^ 
excluded from such rights. Deliver me from an instrument thus 
partMythus w^ust, thai can he thus perverted and made to sanction 
prefudices and party feelings, and note the accidental distinction if 
color.'^ We think nothing from the Nortb caa beat this. Th*» We/- 
tem apostle transcends, if possible, his mission. But a^aiil^asto 
the necessity of our being civil and submissive to our friends, the 
Abolitionists, and the danger of restivcness on our part : 
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''The slaveholders must culm themselves into just tliinkers, and 
ceate to provoke the Northern free States hy putting them at 
iefance m Congress and out of it. 

''They must look upon abolitionists as enthusiasts if they will, but 
also as m earnest, and in design at least as real patriots. The Aboli' 
iiamst is becoming as reckless as the slaveholder when thus provo- 
kedf and map add violence and infuHke to his course^ thai was 
intended to he mSd and conciliatory. '" Very rational and prudent 
advice.— "Submit quietly or the matter will be forced upon you. But 
we quote fiurther the following pregnant sentences : "it is in vain for 
die master to try to fence his dear daves in from all intercourse with 
the great world, to create his little petty and tyrannical kin^om on 
his own i^antation, and keep it for bis exclusive reim. He cannot 
abut out the light of information any more than the Tight of heaven. 
It will penetrate all disguises, and shine upon the dark night of 
slavery. He must recollect that he is surromded. The North, the 
^Eaat, the West and the South border on him, the free Mexican, the 
Iree Tankee, the more than free Abolitionists qf his oton country, 
Etera thing trenches upon his vtfected disfyict, and the Woff looks 
edkuy in upon his foU^ We were mad not to listen to wammgs like 
these. We have ouoted these passages to prove the thorough iden- 
tic between the doctrines and objects of this paper, and the worst 
pnnciples of the ultra Abolitionists of the North. Here is the asser- 
tion of the equality of the African race under the constitution, and 
the repudiation of the practical working of the instrument: < "De- 
liver me from an instrument thus partial, thus unyis t ■?■ „ ■ ■■ that can 
be thus perverted.^'— *Here too is the threat to this, master of the 
consequenccvs of the hght and information, "iAa< i& more tliim fr^e 
AboUHonisi*^ of his country is pouring upou the negro mind. 

When we contemplate the mild form of negro slavery .in this 
district; the happy and peaceful, and contented rektiiyss of the master 
and the slave, where such a thing as cruelty was scarcely known^ 
where Ae master was without fear or distrust, arid the well led, well 
clothed, intelligent slave bent to his lot of labor, tlie lot by the way of 
all mankind, without repining, regarding his master rather in the l^ht 
ef parent, and himself a3 a necessary and no mean portion of the fami- 
ly, we could pour curses on the fiends who would break up. .the 
intimate, and not the least endearing relation of domestic life, 9JQd 
when all was peace and mildness, plant discord and fury, a^d iSery 
hate, and render cruolty a necessary policy on the one side by incul- 
cating disobedience as a principle on the other. But we must hasten 
with our proof. In the same day^s paper, an editorial appeared, 
backing the reasoning of the article to which we have referred^ and 
by a brief recapitulation of violated law, a trampled constitution, the 
triumph of brute force over moral right, the fklsificationof the great 
|H:inciplea df the revolution, all illustrated by "slavery the most un- 
mitigated, the lowest, basest that the world has seen;^^ and ;W?nding up 
with the following extraordinary threat : "When the g^eat hearted 
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of our land weep, and tbe man of reflection maddens in t)ie conteA" 
plation ef our nationid apostacy; tliere are men pursoiag gain and 
pieai^ie, who smile with contempt and indifference at their appeals. 
^Biti remember pouwho dwell in marble palace* — thai there, ere 
^tratig ormMfkndjfiery hearU, and iron pikes in the streeti^ and panes 
i^^amindm beSteei%tkem ondtkeMlter pUUeon theboardj and the 
emooih ekmnei woman on the Ottoman. When you have mocked at 
virtue, denied Ae agency ,of God in the afiaij^ of men, and made 
rapine your honied f^th; tremble^ finr the day of retribution is athand — 
aiul the nuunes will be avenged.^' Here is more light mi knowledge 
thrown upon die negro's mind, and horrible fires kindled in his 
already ^^nery heart^^ by the hand of the daring incendif^nr, the auda* 
•cious emissary of the ''more than free Abolitionist.'^ Boosed and 
alarmed by these atrocities, and detenpined no longer to endure the 
presence of an armed Aboltionist, hurling his fire brand3 of murder aad 
of lust into the bosom of a peaceful and polished city, a number of the 
citizens of Lexington undertook the task of remonstrance. To a 
mUd— -a wondernilly mild request^— to discontinue the. paper, the 
bauffhty and infatuated fanatic responded in terms of outrage, unpar- 
aile^d, to the committee of gentlemen who waited on him, denying 
the right of the citizens to consult together on such a subject, and 
denouncing the meeting which had opened a correspondence with 
him, as a cowardly conclave, of pirates, robbers, and assassins, and 
^ssignifl^ as the ground of their excitement, the apprehension, 
thajt their power was about to be taken away from them. The Editor 
him^If has published this correspondence appended to a hand 
bilk whkh appeared before tbe call of this meeting of the people, 
and. befiyre hw answer was laid before the first meeting referred 
to. The whole together, proves either tliat C. M. Clay is a madman, 
or thai be meditated, and has prepared himself for a civil war, in 
which he expected the non«slaveholding laborers along with the 
slaves, to flock to his standard, and the war of abolition to, begin in 
Kentucky. That we may not be suspected of that extravagance 
which we charge on him, we quote from his letter the closing sen- 
tence. ^Gq tell your secret conclave of cowardly assai^ins, tliat C. 
M. Ohy knows his rights and how to defend them.'' To.this lie 
appenda an appeal addressed to the Kentuckians. That we may not 
b^ suspected of garbling, we insert this extraordinary summons: 

''KxBKTUCKiANs: — ^You SCO this attempt of these Tyr^ts, worse 
than the thirty despots who lorded it over the cmce free Athensf, now 
to enslave you. Men who regard laws — ^men who regard all .their 
liberties as not to be sacrificed to a smgle pecuniary interest, to say 
the leas^ of doubtful value — clovers of justicer — enemies of blood— 
labot^ofte qf all classes-^you for whom I have sacrificed so muchj 
where wiU you be found when this battle between Liberty and SUh 
very is to.be fat^ht? I cannot, I will not, I diare not question on 
wh^side you will b^ found.-^^If you stanid by me like men, our 
country sh^l yet be free; bpt, if. you &lter now, I.porish with le8# re- 
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gret Tvfien I remember that the people of my nitire state, of irbum 
1 have been so proud, and whom I have Iovcn! so mudi, are alMd^ 
shvee. C. M. CLAT.^ 

Tliat this infatuated man believed that the non-slaveholders of Reft' 
tiicky would feel and act as a party against the tenoie of shvery, and 
that through them he expected to chuige the CoiKtituikm of Kenk 
tucky, and finally overthrow the institation, is evidcmt irotu one of 
his letters to the Tribune. — lliat he should have calbtikted on kin' 
dling the flames of civil and servile war, and rallying fiee labdrers 
and negro skves under his standard, wwild seem incredible, yet his 
acts ami his words can bear no other construction: ^labofers of 
all classes — ^yon for whom I have sacrificed so much, where will you 
be found when this battle between Liberty and Slavery is to be fought? 
If you stand by me like men, our Country shall yet be IVee, but if you 
ftiter I perish, &c.^ 

Such a inan and such a course is no longer tolerable or consistent 
with the character or safety of this community. With the power of a 
press, with education, fi>rtune, talent sustained by a poweriiil party^ 
at least abroad, who have made this bold experiment in Kentucky 
through him, the negroes might well, as we have strong reason to be«» 
Keve they do, look to him as a deliverer .--«On the Frontier of Skive-^ 
ry, with three free States fronting and toudntig m along a border of 
seven hundred miles, we are peculiarly exposed to the assaults of Ab« 
oUtion.-^The plunder of our property, the kidnaj^iing, steafing and ab- 
duction of our slaves, is alight evil in comparison with pknting a 
seminary of their infernal doctrines in the very heart of our densest 
slave population* — Communities may be endangered as well as m-» 
glc individuals. A great and impending danger over the lift q» per-^ 
sonal safety of a sin|pe man, justifies the employment of his own force 
immediately in his own defence, and to any extent diat may be ne-^ 
cessary to his protection. He whose aim it is, or the inevitable tern 
dency of whose conduct is to bring about intestine convulldofKs sad 
servile war, threatens to inflict upon society the greatest horror ft 
can endure. Our laws may punish when the ofience shall have been 
consummated; but they hate provided no remedial procMS by which 
it can be prevented. To war with an Organ of Abolition by action or 
indictment for libel j would make that powerful party smile. Tb injoin 
the publication of ^ **True American'^ would only change tts name. 
A perpetual injunctioR against the publication of any paper what* 
ever 1^ Mr. C. ^. Clay, were beyoml the power of tiie chancellof . 
The danger continues. An Abolition paper in a slave State is a nui- 
sance of the most formidable character — a public nuisance — ^not a 
mere inconvenience, which may occasion delay in business of prove 
hurtfbl toheahh or comfort; but a blazing brand m the hand of an in- 
cendiary or madman^ which may scatter ruin, confliigration, revdu- 
tion, crime unnameable, over every thing dear in domestic life, sacred 
in religion, or respectable in modesty. Who riiall say that the safety 
of a flinf^ jridividual is more important in the eye of the law thitn that 
of a whole people? Who shall say that when the case of danger — ^real 
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'occai»— mtit Knot anned logaQy with tfao rigbl of a«lf deftnuf 
fel,eill»ercii9etl)AaioupiptUKiesKWltbe left to Um Mgmont of the 
wirid, or dM deciaiou of jutiee. An unuithecizea. cnmrd who ii 



ttadMtb.t9pK ferasM or dostraction ofno property, fcr the mtifl- 
otto* «£^pMMp M ovea ibr the pH n w ha aent of crime, ia «. ipo^ oad 
if ,tliB WMt AtU oMvv to secuiiljr and to freedom — But HmcHie 
^vaddm invwoB, or inmneetkn itNl^ the people hHeataace,u»> 
dqpendeat of Ae megistratet, the right oi deftaca, ae ^rhen tborf 
Wft^woHpoiiiidedaiiivohaiMKwiii^gnat, and* it may bo, uifpaiaMe 
iiijm7, the un of force in the. connnimitj is Uwfid and aafb. W« 
Jm^ tin Abolitianista tiaitOB to the CoiutitiititniofthecoaRlrj, and 
.mmuea to the tenna upon whica the Unioii wu origisally immA, 
.aail the oolj teima apon which it can continue toeubaiau Wlies 
4h^ 4fiBg thair dOGlrinu and theii prioci^ into the boooB of a aUte 
<Emo,.ae7.)ini|.fire intP a «iaga»ne.^-Tlie "Tnie Afneriu*" ia 
an Abcdilkm pepei of the worst sfaunpl As nch, tfae peace and aalb* 
tj vt.i3m Gomranvi^ demand ita instant and entire nqipreasieR. 

In flqaiftoa9ntriea,Hr. pliqr^lfiglttitaw dn^ded aununair pap*- 
lar vengeance on liijs person, or seciet puffder. He ir ^ooeg a peo- 
ple who abhoi niobe, nlio know no Lynch Uw, and where aaaaannalioo 
is unheard of. He has pressed ihe patience of hia countrj^en to ile 
utmost capacity of sufferance — tbe^ can hear no mere, without be- 
ing traitors to all the Iruais repose^ ^ bnve and patriot «iBiB. "nwHgh 
he has bearded and dehed them — rttadtejtbe tenure erf thegpnqie rt y, 
and outraged decency by the terras in which be iua charaeteriaM 
the in, they are loo conscious of their BtT<BHgth to dnJEe at inanh. 
They thirst not for hia blood, and they would not injaie bia proper- 
ty. He is atrespaaxer upon them, they have requested hjm niltUy m 
desist He is contumacious, and (Iwy will remove Jiim by ftrqiO- 
M. Clay has comj^inod in Wa recent faandbtUs of his indinoeitkB, 
and charged the people as deficient in courage and mtsnanimily in 
moving upon him when he ia iocapabto ofdefence, Jfallthalbe 
said of him, hia purpose, and hie means, be true, his indispoaiticm is 
fortunate. He may rest assured that ibey will not be deterred by one 
nor IJSjOOO mA men aa he. He canntft buBy his countrymen. A 
Kentm^an InmBelf be sboiild have known Sentucttians better. Hia 
wedcneviahisaeourity,. ,We are anned asd resolved — ifresisl- 
ance be attempted, Ibe consequence he on his own head. Foruur 
vfadioatiaB unler the circunurtancea, we appeal to Kentacky tnA to 
the wwM. 
. It ia therefore JteMlaed by this assemUy : — 

,'l'at. Tliat Ao Abdition Press ought to betoferatcdin Kentucky, 
■nd none riall he in tUaCityoritsrichiity. 

. .Sd. Tha^ift^oAco of fbe *'Trae Amo^ican^** be surrend<;rcd 
MaceaUy, no iqjiinr aball be done to Ae buIldTngor other iwopcrly.;— 
Tbe pt«MB cod printing apparatus shall be carefully packed up and 
sent o^t («f the 9^talc, sul^ct then (o Mr. C. M. Cinv's oidcr^' 



3d. That if resistance be uflercd. we will force the office at ■]) 
faazards, and destroy tlu! nuisance. 

4th. Thtttif annttemptbc made to revivethePiiperf«cre,ite,trili 
again ssiemblc. 

5ih. Thatwe hopeC.M. Clay will bead^iwd. For fcy our rCgaitJ 
toourwi»es, our children, our homes, our property, oar coonfry, ont 
honor, wear what name he may, be connected with whotn he may, 
fi^teTer arm or party here or elsewhere may sustain bim, he shall not 
publish an Abolition Paper hero, and this we affirmat thb'risk, be'H 
ofliis btood, or our own, or both; or of all he may bring, of bond or 
free, to aid his tnnfderous hand. 

6th. That the Chairman be, and he is heYeby atrtfaorfzcd to 
appoint a committee of sixty of our body wh6 ahallbe aiilhorized to 
repair to the office of the "True American," take pomession offiio 
pressandprintingai^ratusjpack up the same, and jflace it at the rail 
road (rflicefbr transportation to Cincinnati] and report fufthwJth to 6iTs 
body. 

The following is the Committee : — George W. JoWiflon, ^%., Jaa. 
P.Megowan, Joseph B6ard, Benj. Robinson, Moses Morrison, Rich- 
ard Higgins, Henry H. 'Hmbcrlalce, Thoe. 0; Oreii", Jewft'-Baylcs, 
Hiram Shaw, Josiah Ennis, John J, IJudlcy, Wm.B. Kilikcfad, Jbmes 

B. Waller, George W. Norton, Franklin Tilforrf, G; L. Postlethwalte, 
William Elder, Nathan Payne, Dr. J. T. Lewis, Patteraoh Bain, Ptan- 
cis Mcl.car, David Glass, Nevil Blakemorc, JantGir H. Allen, J6hn 
McCaulcy, GoorgB W. Stewart, Thos. H. Shelby, ThfrniHsHtighes, 
Thoa. S. Redd, Macy Th^vaks, Hehry LWg, Ricliary Allen, Jas. 
Carter, Alcxaudcr Moore, John AndcrBon. Thomas Bradlcv. Bejlj. 

C. Wood, Dr. J. C. Darby. Alexander MorrUnd. James B. Clay, 
William Cooper, S. P. Kenney, John U. Cooper. Tiiom^is Catr. 
William R. McKec, Garretl Watts, Richard Spurr, Edward Oldham, 
John R. Dunlap, John ,D. McDowell. Benjartiirj Downs, John 
Owertoa, Robert B. Hamilton, Richard Oreiloii, Dr. J. Buah, Col. 
Aleiander Morgan, Nelson Dudley, Wilson Hunt, John Gilbert, and 
Francis Hoetetter. , ■ , , 

The tneetlng then adjourned to maet atS o'clock, p. m..,^iepeiye 
lift report of the Commi^ee appointed under the 6tfa resolution. .: 

According to adjournment, the citizens met at 2 o'alock, p, ni. 

James B. Clay, Esq., in behalf of- the Corartnttes of sixty, made 

the following report, which was unanimously adopted: 

TheCoinmitlee appointed by the meeting lo like down ^nd pack 
up the press, type, &c., of the "True American" printing office, beg 
leave respectfully to report to the meeting, 

That, in pursuance of the rfircctiijn of thi meeting, they proceeded at 
once to the office of that paper, the key of which, oii arriving at tlj'o 
^oor, waa given uptoibe Cliairinan, by Mr. Dowcfen, City IVjatshah 
The Mayor of ilie tity was at the door, and gave notice that the Com- 



35 

mittee wat acting in opposition to lavr, but that the city authorities 
could offer no forcible resistance to them. \ 

The Committee, on answering severally to (heir names, Were tlien 
admitted into the office, and the doors were closed after them. The 
Committee being called to order by Mr. Johnson, its Chairman, ohitio. 
tion of Josiah Ennis, J. B. Clay was appointed, unanimously, to act 
as Secretary. 

On motion of Maj^ W^ R. McKee, it ivaa then 

lUioVotd, That the Committee hold itself responi|ible for any thi|Q||^ 
which might be lost or destroyed, whilst the Comoiittet were perform* 
ing the duty assigned to them. 

On motion of R. Higgins, 
■ Resohed, That James Virden and Joseph Scrguham, be appointed 
to Uks down the press, and Messrs. Cunningham and Her vey to pui 
up the type, and that Messrs. Ennis. Barlow, Jouitt, Beard, Stewart, 
Bobiiux>n, Megowan, Oldham and Marsh, to assist them. 
. On motion of F. Tilford, 

Resolved, That the Secretary take a list of the property aspackect 
up. • 

Me Secretary containing the private papers of the Editor of (be' 
''True American,'' by unanimous resolution, was sent to his house. 

The Committee not befog able to accomplish the duty assigned by 
2o^clock.thehourto which the meeting had adjourned, Messrs. R. 
Higgins, T. S. Redd, Macy Thwaits, Dr. Darby, B. Robinson, and 
J. 6. Clay were deputed to report progress to the meeting. After 
' which, all the type, presses,' and other articles belonging to the office^ 
were sent to the Rail Road office, to be shipped beyond the limitafof tb» 
St^te, to the order of C. M. Clay. r 

GEO. W. JOHNSON, Ch'mn. .• ■ 

J. B. CLAY, Sec'y. 
' The meeting was then addressed by Gov. Thomas Metcalfe,, who 
read a letter which he designed for publication, in reference tp slave. 

On motion of Capt. Henry Johnson, it was unanimously 
Resolved, That Gov. Metcalfe, be requested to publish the letter 

above referred to, or such portions of it as be may deem advisablei . 
Resolved^ That the proceedings of this meeting be published in the 

papers of the city . The meeting then adjourned. 

WALLER BOLLOCK, Chmn, 
• Rbnj. Gratz, Sec'y, 

Li^jLisQTQs, August 19th, 1845. 

O. M. Clay, Esq. : Sir — We have been directed by tbe Commit* 
tee of the meeting held on yesterday, at the Court House,, as its 
officers, to inform you that the press, type, &c., of the ^'Tru^ Jlmep- 
cen^' paper, have been carefully put up, and shipped by Rail Road to 
Cincinnati, to the care of Messrs. January & Taylor, subject to your 

5 
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*order; and that the charges and expenses upon them have been paid. 
With propelir respect, we have die honor to be^ &c. 

GEO. W. JOHNSON, Ch'm. 
J. B. Clay> Sec'y- 

Upon the proceedings as given above, we have but few comments to make. , 
The list of gentlemen whom Mr Megowan notified to attend at 3 o'clock of 
the l4th of AtigttBt, contained aboat an eqnal namber of Whigs and Demo- 
crats. The resolution adopted by that meeting appointing a committee ta 
correspond with Mr Clay, was dr&wn and offered by Mr Marshall. The pre* 
liminar^' remarks of that gentleman upon offering the address, have been ac- 
curately reported by himself, and were not taken down by the Secretary, and 
consequently did not appear in the Report published in the Observer & Re^ 
porter. The whole affair, from the first small assenvbly in the Court-Housar 
on the I4th of August, viewed as one entire transaction (and in that light it 
OHght to be considered) must be held by all candid men to^ reflect lasting ho- 
ndr npon the character and temper of a people, when such a transaction 
06nld be thus conducted . Upon the faee of the record there is no appearance 
of party. Faction for the time seemed ended . It presents the appearance 
of a united people, roused by the sense of a common danger, exempt uttier^ 
ly from the rash precipitancy which is equally the characteristic of rage and 
fear, patting forth their calm and majestic strength as free from passion aa 
ftom cowardice, to arrest at once and in advance of legislation, the steps 
by which Abolition seeks to force the terrible issue it has made with the 
Slave States. 

The effort of the Editor of the Observer & Reporter, in his paper of the 
20th of August, to make political capital out of this, and to charge some 
of the earlier movers with a design to involve him and his office in a like fate 
With that of C M. Clay, on account of his known devotion to the Whig 
cause, and his threat to summon the Whig party to his support, is contempt- 
ible beyond expression. 

The attack upon Mr Marshall by the Louisville Journal, for the iiathor- 
ship of the Lexington Address, is of a piece with the Observer and Importer 
article. Mr Marshall is stigmatized by that print as an unscrupulous and 
unprincipled renegade, burning for revenge on account of his recent defeat 
for Congress, and charged with foisting this address upon the Whig party as- 
a libel upon themselves; It is a poor compliment which the Louisville Jour- 
nal pays the Whig paity, and one which will certainly be disavowed by the 
larger portion of it in Kentucky, when he treats that address as ail attack 
upon them. It cannot be so considered, unless that party mean to involve 
then^eielves with the prxneipleB and purposes of the Abolitionists; witlt which 
indeed, the Eklitor of the Journal seenw to hold a marked sympathy. 

The effort of Mr Prentice to direct anew the prejudice and the rage of Mr 
MarshalPs former friends against him on account of the manner in which he 
has demeaned himself in the late transactions in Lexington, will mostprob-^ 
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My raeoU apmi the Editor himaelf. The course of thdta two printf, iix r#> 
lation to this affair, demonstrates one thing pretty clearly— That they are 
equally vexed and surprised ac the commencement, course aud termination 
of the whole matter. C. M. Clay himself evidently considered this, in the 
first instanee^ a partial movement, got up by the Democratic party. This 
Idea is apparent upon the face of his first handbill. Such men as Mike Wick-> 
liffe and George D. Prentice would have delighted to have given the thing a 
party turm. It would have been quite delightful to have been enabled to 
charge it as a Locofoco movement, got up by the 'Apostate' and his frietids 
for the accomplishment of their own selfish purposes. Such men could ne- 
"ver have hoped to have engaged the great body of the Whig party in this 
City or County, to have defended Mr C. M. Clay as an Abolitionist, and 
they did not so calculate; but could they have once induced the belief that 
this was a Locofoco Party movement, for the ' purpose of making political 
capital against the Whigs, they hoped to have raised the cry of **niob and 
Locofocoism" with success, and summons the Clay party, not to support an 
Abolition party, at least not avowedly, but te maintain the peace of socie- 
ty., the majesty of the laws, and to curb the Democrats. There were symp<< 
toms in various quarters, of this temper. They were all overborne, how- 
ever, by the prompt action and stern decision of the People. Had all Whigs 
been like Mike WicklifTe and George D. Prentice, their plan might have 
worked like a charm. The men, however, who set this matter on foot, were 
more of Patriots, and less of Fools, than to attempt to enlist faction in such 
a case as this, and to add the stings of political bitterness and party reproach- 
es to the dangers of servile insurrection. 

The statement in the Louisville Journal, that the Comtnittee of 60 were 
met at the 'True American* office with the pledge, that if they would not 
enter the ofiice or disturb the ptess, there should not be another paper issued 
is utterly false. No such thing occurred. No such proposition was made 
by or for Mr Clay at any time< 

THOS. H. WATERS, 
H. LOCKHART, 
THOS B. MEGOWAN, 
JAMES L. HICKMAN, 
THOMAS F. MARSHALL. 
Ltxmatps, August 25th, 184$. 
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